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Polio Advisory Committee Minutes 
for meeting held Friday 28 th November 2008 

 
 
Present 
 
Jill Burn, Margaret Cooper, Geoff Dean, Jane Henderson (Polio Services Vic), Peter Hudson 
(Executive Manager, Community Services), Michael Judson (Chairperson), Mary-ann Liethof, 
Christine McAuslan (Minute taker), Jo McKenna, Gordon McKinnon, Liz Telford and Peter Willcocks 
 
Apologies 
 
None 
 
Confirmation of Minutes for meeting held Friday 31 st October 2008 
 
Confirmation of Minutes moved by Peter Willcocks and seconded by Jill. All in favour. 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Report on Conveners Forum 
Peter Willcocks who attended the forum reported that all attendees participated very well. The forum 
included a presentation on funding by Christine McAuslan (COSHG) and small group discussions on 
issues of interest, eg. transport.  
Fran Henke took notes on the day. Those notes with information from the ‘feedback’ sheets will be 
incorporated into a report. Mary-ann noted that general feedback was that ‘people appreciate getting 
together; knowing that they are not alone; and with others who can understand the issues.’ 
 
Presentation to Post-Polio Network (NSW) AGM meetin g 
Mary-ann was invited to give a presentation to approx 50 people at the Post-Polio Network (NSW) 
AGM meeting on Saturday 22nd November.  
 
Meeting with Dr John Tierney, Director of Governmen t Relations Australia  
Mary-ann had opportunity to meet Dr. John Tierney acting pro bono advisor to the Post Polio Network 
(NSW) Committee regarding lobbying for government funding. Dr Tierney will be visiting Melbourne to 
speak with the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners regarding educating GPs on post 
polio. He will meet with Mary-ann and Jane Henderson on the 5th December. 
 
Warm Springs Conference  
This conference will be held in Warm Springs Georgia US in late April 2009. The conference is held 
every 4 to 5 years. There will also be a separate Wellness Forum held prior to the Conference. Overall 
costs for Mary-ann to attend would be approx $6,000. Mary-ann to prepare a proposal for ParaQuad in 
relation to raising funds.  
 
At the Conveners Forum, Bayside group member Shirley Glance and Mornington group member Fran 
Henke both expressed interest in attending the conference dependent on raising the necessary funds. 
Dr Margaret Peel (Polio Australia Queensland representative) will also be attending the conference. 
 
Planning Day Agenda – Friday 30 th January 2009 11.00am to 3.30pm  
Add to previously discussed items: 

• support group for younger people 
• why doctors aren’t referring people to the Polio Network 
• review information pack 
• PAC priorities and Mary-ann’s work load 
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Review of previous action plan 
 

Previous Planning Day Items 
Items as above included in listing of suggestions. 
 
Following items are still awaiting progress/contributions: 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for proposed 

“Wellbeing for Polio Survivors” 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees to which PAC members are connected 
 
Chronic Illness Alliance discussion 
This item has not been progressed. 
 
Correspondence  
 
Incoming: 
 
Letter from Hon Lisa Neville’s office (Minister for  Mental Health, Community Services and 
Senior Victorians and Member for Bellarine) 
Mary-ann tabled a letter of response from Hon. Lisa Neville’s office in reply to the information Mary-
ann had previously forwarded to the Minister after meeting her at the Medical Cooling Concession 
Launch in October. 
 
Letter from Dr Denis Napthine’s office / Hansard  
A letter was forwarded to PNV by Dr Napthine’s office referring to a presentation in State Parliament 
by Phillip Davis (Member for Eastern Victoria) and recorded in Hansard.  
The presentation included incorrect information by stating “Polio Network Victoria is run by Polio 
Services Victoria”. The PAC thanked Geoff for approaching Phillip Davis. 
 

Reports 
 
Polio Services Victoria 
Jane Henderson reported: 
 
Staffing: 
The new medical specialist of PSV, Dr Kathleen Ooi, has finished her 3 month trial and we are happy 
to announce that she has been permanently recruited. 
 
Orthotics: 
Priya Davis commenced one day a week of orthotic work with PSV after we recruited her to come 
back on board with our additional funding for a 0.2 EFT orthotist. 
 
Clinics: 
Metro: 
• Clinics will be run on fortnightly Wednesdays in 2009. The clinic will run for the day instead of the 

weekly half day on Tuesday. 
• Medicare billing will be re-introduced in 2009. (This ceased after Dr Kennedy’s resignation.) 
• Private billing will be introduced to enable non-Victorian residents to attend the clinic. 
• Darren and Jane will continue to run non-medical clinics on Monday mornings in 2009. 
 
Regional: 
The last regional clinic was held in Bendigo on 5/11/08. It was a successful clinic with 2 new clients 
and 7 reviews. Dr Kathleen Ooi attended. 
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• The regional clinics in 2009 will continue to run every 2 months on Wednesdays. This followed a 
review by management, in which Jane was able to prove that the regional clinics are a necessary 
service. 

 
Hydro: 
• Two hydrotherapy classes will continue to be run on Monday afternoons in 2009. 
 

PQV 
Peter Hudson reported: 
• He is to meet with the ParaQuad’s Company Secretary to sign off for Victoria’s membership to 

Polio Australia. 
• Victoria’s representatives on Polio Australia’s committee will be Peter Hudson (as Executive 

Manager, Community Services) and Michael Judson as Chair of PNV’s Polio Advisory Committee. 
Mary-ann will still be part of teleconference discussions and represent Peter as representative 
when he is not available. 

 
Polio Community Officer 
Mary-ann gave PAC members copies of the now completed CD of interviews filmed on her Churchill 
Fellowship Study Tour of North America and has asked Michael to make the CD cover look more 
professional before sending it to the interview participants. There a 9 separate files split up into 
categories on the CD. These CD’s will be transferred to DVD format in the new year for all Victorian 
Post Polio Support Groups. 
 
General Business 
 
Jo to be an apology for the January meeting. 
 
Action to be followed up 
 
• Make CD cover look more professional        MJ 
• Send copies of CD’s to ‘key stake holders’.       MAL 
• Add suggested items to Planning Day agenda       MAL 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for 

proposed “Wellbeing for Polio Survivors”        PAC 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider  PAC 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees that PAC members are connected to  PAC 
 
 
Next ‘Planning Day’ meeting :  
Day:  Friday 30th January 2009 
Time:  11.00am to 3.30pm 
Where:  Neighbourhood Justice Centre, 241 Wellington Street, Collingwood, 3066 (close to  

corner of Johnson Street on left hand side travelling away from city)  
Parking: City of Yarra parking conditions apply, i.e. those with Disability stickers can park free at  
  meters and for twice as long in timed parking bays 
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• The regional clinics in 2009 will continue to run every 2 months on Wednesdays. This followed a 
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service. 
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At the Conveners Forum, Bayside group member Shirley Glance and Mornington group member Fran 
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• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees to which PAC members are connected 
 
Chronic Illness Alliance discussion 
This item has not been progressed. 
 
Correspondence  
 
Incoming: 
 
Letter from Hon Lisa Neville’s office (Minister for  Mental Health, Community Services and 
Senior Victorians and Member for Bellarine) 
Mary-ann tabled a letter of response from Hon. Lisa Neville’s office in reply to the information Mary-
ann had previously forwarded to the Minister after meeting her at the Medical Cooling Concession 
Launch in October. 
 
Letter from Dr Denis Napthine’s office / Hansard  
A letter was forwarded to PNV by Dr Napthine’s office referring to a presentation in State Parliament 
by Phillip Davis (Member for Eastern Victoria) and recorded in Hansard.  
The presentation included incorrect information by stating “Polio Network Victoria is run by Polio 
Services Victoria”. The PAC thanked Geoff for approaching Phillip Davis. 
 

Reports 
 
Polio Services Victoria 
Jane Henderson reported: 
 
Staffing: 
The new medical specialist of PSV, Dr Kathleen Ooi, has finished her 3 month trial and we are happy 
to announce that she has been permanently recruited. 
 
Orthotics: 
Priya Davis commenced one day a week of orthotic work with PSV after we recruited her to come 
back on board with our additional funding for a 0.2 EFT orthotist. 
 
Clinics: 
Metro: 
• Clinics will be run on fortnightly Wednesdays in 2009. The clinic will run for the day instead of the 

weekly half day on Tuesday. 
• Medicare billing will be re-introduced in 2009. (This ceased after Dr Kennedy’s resignation.) 
• Private billing will be introduced to enable non-Victorian residents to attend the clinic. 
• Darren and Jane will continue to run non-medical clinics on Monday mornings in 2009. 
 
Regional: 
The last regional clinic was held in Bendigo on 5/11/08. It was a successful clinic with 2 new clients 
and 7 reviews. Dr Kathleen Ooi attended. 
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• The regional clinics in 2009 will continue to run every 2 months on Wednesdays. This followed a 
review by management, in which Jane was able to prove that the regional clinics are a necessary 
service. 

 
Hydro: 
• Two hydrotherapy classes will continue to be run on Monday afternoons in 2009. 
 

PQV 
Peter Hudson reported: 
• He is to meet with the ParaQuad’s Company Secretary to sign off for Victoria’s membership to 

Polio Australia. 
• Victoria’s representatives on Polio Australia’s committee will be Peter Hudson (as Executive 

Manager, Community Services) and Michael Judson as Chair of PNV’s Polio Advisory Committee. 
Mary-ann will still be part of teleconference discussions and represent Peter as representative 
when he is not available. 

 
Polio Community Officer 
Mary-ann gave PAC members copies of the now completed CD of interviews filmed on her Churchill 
Fellowship Study Tour of North America and has asked Michael to make the CD cover look more 
professional before sending it to the interview participants. There a 9 separate files split up into 
categories on the CD. These CD’s will be transferred to DVD format in the new year for all Victorian 
Post Polio Support Groups. 
 
General Business 
 
Jo to be an apology for the January meeting. 
 
Action to be followed up 
 
• Make CD cover look more professional        MJ 
• Send copies of CD’s to ‘key stake holders’.       MAL 
• Add suggested items to Planning Day agenda       MAL 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for 

proposed “Wellbeing for Polio Survivors”        PAC 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider  PAC 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees that PAC members are connected to  PAC 
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Time:  11.00am to 3.30pm 
Where:  Neighbourhood Justice Centre, 241 Wellington Street, Collingwood, 3066 (close to  

corner of Johnson Street on left hand side travelling away from city)  
Parking: City of Yarra parking conditions apply, i.e. those with Disability stickers can park free at  
  meters and for twice as long in timed parking bays 
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• Provide Michael with a list of all committees to which PAC members are connected 
 
Chronic Illness Alliance discussion 
This item has not been progressed. 
 
Correspondence  
 
Incoming: 
 
Letter from Hon Lisa Neville’s office (Minister for  Mental Health, Community Services and 
Senior Victorians and Member for Bellarine) 
Mary-ann tabled a letter of response from Hon. Lisa Neville’s office in reply to the information Mary-
ann had previously forwarded to the Minister after meeting her at the Medical Cooling Concession 
Launch in October. 
 
Letter from Dr Denis Napthine’s office / Hansard  
A letter was forwarded to PNV by Dr Napthine’s office referring to a presentation in State Parliament 
by Phillip Davis (Member for Eastern Victoria) and recorded in Hansard.  
The presentation included incorrect information by stating “Polio Network Victoria is run by Polio 
Services Victoria”. The PAC thanked Geoff for approaching Phillip Davis. 
 

Reports 
 
Polio Services Victoria 
Jane Henderson reported: 
 
Staffing: 
The new medical specialist of PSV, Dr Kathleen Ooi, has finished her 3 month trial and we are happy 
to announce that she has been permanently recruited. 
 
Orthotics: 
Priya Davis commenced one day a week of orthotic work with PSV after we recruited her to come 
back on board with our additional funding for a 0.2 EFT orthotist. 
 
Clinics: 
Metro: 
• Clinics will be run on fortnightly Wednesdays in 2009. The clinic will run for the day instead of the 

weekly half day on Tuesday. 
• Medicare billing will be re-introduced in 2009. (This ceased after Dr Kennedy’s resignation.) 
• Private billing will be introduced to enable non-Victorian residents to attend the clinic. 
• Darren and Jane will continue to run non-medical clinics on Monday mornings in 2009. 
 
Regional: 
The last regional clinic was held in Bendigo on 5/11/08. It was a successful clinic with 2 new clients 
and 7 reviews. Dr Kathleen Ooi attended. 
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• The regional clinics in 2009 will continue to run every 2 months on Wednesdays. This followed a 
review by management, in which Jane was able to prove that the regional clinics are a necessary 
service. 

 
Hydro: 
• Two hydrotherapy classes will continue to be run on Monday afternoons in 2009. 
 

PQV 
Peter Hudson reported: 
• He is to meet with the ParaQuad’s Company Secretary to sign off for Victoria’s membership to 

Polio Australia. 
• Victoria’s representatives on Polio Australia’s committee will be Peter Hudson (as Executive 

Manager, Community Services) and Michael Judson as Chair of PNV’s Polio Advisory Committee. 
Mary-ann will still be part of teleconference discussions and represent Peter as representative 
when he is not available. 

 
Polio Community Officer 
Mary-ann gave PAC members copies of the now completed CD of interviews filmed on her Churchill 
Fellowship Study Tour of North America and has asked Michael to make the CD cover look more 
professional before sending it to the interview participants. There a 9 separate files split up into 
categories on the CD. These CD’s will be transferred to DVD format in the new year for all Victorian 
Post Polio Support Groups. 
 
General Business 
 
Jo to be an apology for the January meeting. 
 
Action to be followed up 
 
• Make CD cover look more professional        MJ 
• Send copies of CD’s to ‘key stake holders’.       MAL 
• Add suggested items to Planning Day agenda       MAL 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for 

proposed “Wellbeing for Polio Survivors”        PAC 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider  PAC 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees that PAC members are connected to  PAC 
 
 
Next ‘Planning Day’ meeting :  
Day:  Friday 30th January 2009 
Time:  11.00am to 3.30pm 
Where:  Neighbourhood Justice Centre, 241 Wellington Street, Collingwood, 3066 (close to  

corner of Johnson Street on left hand side travelling away from city)  
Parking: City of Yarra parking conditions apply, i.e. those with Disability stickers can park free at  
  meters and for twice as long in timed parking bays 
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Polio Advisory Committee Minutes 
for meeting held Friday 28 th November 2008 

 
 
Present 
 
Jill Burn, Margaret Cooper, Geoff Dean, Jane Henderson (Polio Services Vic), Peter Hudson 
(Executive Manager, Community Services), Michael Judson (Chairperson), Mary-ann Liethof, 
Christine McAuslan (Minute taker), Jo McKenna, Gordon McKinnon, Liz Telford and Peter Willcocks 
 
Apologies 
 
None 
 
Confirmation of Minutes for meeting held Friday 31 st October 2008 
 
Confirmation of Minutes moved by Peter Willcocks and seconded by Jill. All in favour. 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Report on Conveners Forum 
Peter Willcocks who attended the forum reported that all attendees participated very well. The forum 
included a presentation on funding by Christine McAuslan (COSHG) and small group discussions on 
issues of interest, eg. transport.  
Fran Henke took notes on the day. Those notes with information from the ‘feedback’ sheets will be 
incorporated into a report. Mary-ann noted that general feedback was that ‘people appreciate getting 
together; knowing that they are not alone; and with others who can understand the issues.’ 
 
Presentation to Post-Polio Network (NSW) AGM meetin g 
Mary-ann was invited to give a presentation to approx 50 people at the Post-Polio Network (NSW) 
AGM meeting on Saturday 22nd November.  
 
Meeting with Dr John Tierney, Director of Governmen t Relations Australia  
Mary-ann had opportunity to meet Dr. John Tierney acting pro bono advisor to the Post Polio Network 
(NSW) Committee regarding lobbying for government funding. Dr Tierney will be visiting Melbourne to 
speak with the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners regarding educating GPs on post 
polio. He will meet with Mary-ann and Jane Henderson on the 5th December. 
 
Warm Springs Conference  
This conference will be held in Warm Springs Georgia US in late April 2009. The conference is held 
every 4 to 5 years. There will also be a separate Wellness Forum held prior to the Conference. Overall 
costs for Mary-ann to attend would be approx $6,000. Mary-ann to prepare a proposal for ParaQuad in 
relation to raising funds.  
 
At the Conveners Forum, Bayside group member Shirley Glance and Mornington group member Fran 
Henke both expressed interest in attending the conference dependent on raising the necessary funds. 
Dr Margaret Peel (Polio Australia Queensland representative) will also be attending the conference. 
 
Planning Day Agenda – Friday 30 th January 2009 11.00am to 3.30pm  
Add to previously discussed items: 

• support group for younger people 
• why doctors aren’t referring people to the Polio Network 
• review information pack 
• PAC priorities and Mary-ann’s work load 
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Review of previous action plan 
 

Previous Planning Day Items 
Items as above included in listing of suggestions. 
 
Following items are still awaiting progress/contributions: 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for proposed 

“Wellbeing for Polio Survivors” 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees to which PAC members are connected 
 
Chronic Illness Alliance discussion 
This item has not been progressed. 
 
Correspondence  
 
Incoming: 
 
Letter from Hon Lisa Neville’s office (Minister for  Mental Health, Community Services and 
Senior Victorians and Member for Bellarine) 
Mary-ann tabled a letter of response from Hon. Lisa Neville’s office in reply to the information Mary-
ann had previously forwarded to the Minister after meeting her at the Medical Cooling Concession 
Launch in October. 
 
Letter from Dr Denis Napthine’s office / Hansard  
A letter was forwarded to PNV by Dr Napthine’s office referring to a presentation in State Parliament 
by Phillip Davis (Member for Eastern Victoria) and recorded in Hansard.  
The presentation included incorrect information by stating “Polio Network Victoria is run by Polio 
Services Victoria”. The PAC thanked Geoff for approaching Phillip Davis. 
 

Reports 
 
Polio Services Victoria 
Jane Henderson reported: 
 
Staffing: 
The new medical specialist of PSV, Dr Kathleen Ooi, has finished her 3 month trial and we are happy 
to announce that she has been permanently recruited. 
 
Orthotics: 
Priya Davis commenced one day a week of orthotic work with PSV after we recruited her to come 
back on board with our additional funding for a 0.2 EFT orthotist. 
 
Clinics: 
Metro: 
• Clinics will be run on fortnightly Wednesdays in 2009. The clinic will run for the day instead of the 

weekly half day on Tuesday. 
• Medicare billing will be re-introduced in 2009. (This ceased after Dr Kennedy’s resignation.) 
• Private billing will be introduced to enable non-Victorian residents to attend the clinic. 
• Darren and Jane will continue to run non-medical clinics on Monday mornings in 2009. 
 
Regional: 
The last regional clinic was held in Bendigo on 5/11/08. It was a successful clinic with 2 new clients 
and 7 reviews. Dr Kathleen Ooi attended. 
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• The regional clinics in 2009 will continue to run every 2 months on Wednesdays. This followed a 
review by management, in which Jane was able to prove that the regional clinics are a necessary 
service. 

 
Hydro: 
• Two hydrotherapy classes will continue to be run on Monday afternoons in 2009. 
 

PQV 
Peter Hudson reported: 
• He is to meet with the ParaQuad’s Company Secretary to sign off for Victoria’s membership to 

Polio Australia. 
• Victoria’s representatives on Polio Australia’s committee will be Peter Hudson (as Executive 

Manager, Community Services) and Michael Judson as Chair of PNV’s Polio Advisory Committee. 
Mary-ann will still be part of teleconference discussions and represent Peter as representative 
when he is not available. 

 
Polio Community Officer 
Mary-ann gave PAC members copies of the now completed CD of interviews filmed on her Churchill 
Fellowship Study Tour of North America and has asked Michael to make the CD cover look more 
professional before sending it to the interview participants. There a 9 separate files split up into 
categories on the CD. These CD’s will be transferred to DVD format in the new year for all Victorian 
Post Polio Support Groups. 
 
General Business 
 
Jo to be an apology for the January meeting. 
 
Action to be followed up 
 
• Make CD cover look more professional        MJ 
• Send copies of CD’s to ‘key stake holders’.       MAL 
• Add suggested items to Planning Day agenda       MAL 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for 

proposed “Wellbeing for Polio Survivors”        PAC 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider  PAC 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees that PAC members are connected to  PAC 
 
 
Next ‘Planning Day’ meeting :  
Day:  Friday 30th January 2009 
Time:  11.00am to 3.30pm 
Where:  Neighbourhood Justice Centre, 241 Wellington Street, Collingwood, 3066 (close to  

corner of Johnson Street on left hand side travelling away from city)  
Parking: City of Yarra parking conditions apply, i.e. those with Disability stickers can park free at  
  meters and for twice as long in timed parking bays 
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Polio Advisory Committee Minutes 
for meeting held Friday 28 th November 2008 

 
 
Present 
 
Jill Burn, Margaret Cooper, Geoff Dean, Jane Henderson (Polio Services Vic), Peter Hudson 
(Executive Manager, Community Services), Michael Judson (Chairperson), Mary-ann Liethof, 
Christine McAuslan (Minute taker), Jo McKenna, Gordon McKinnon, Liz Telford and Peter Willcocks 
 
Apologies 
 
None 
 
Confirmation of Minutes for meeting held Friday 31 st October 2008 
 
Confirmation of Minutes moved by Peter Willcocks and seconded by Jill. All in favour. 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Report on Conveners Forum 
Peter Willcocks who attended the forum reported that all attendees participated very well. The forum 
included a presentation on funding by Christine McAuslan (COSHG) and small group discussions on 
issues of interest, eg. transport.  
Fran Henke took notes on the day. Those notes with information from the ‘feedback’ sheets will be 
incorporated into a report. Mary-ann noted that general feedback was that ‘people appreciate getting 
together; knowing that they are not alone; and with others who can understand the issues.’ 
 
Presentation to Post-Polio Network (NSW) AGM meetin g 
Mary-ann was invited to give a presentation to approx 50 people at the Post-Polio Network (NSW) 
AGM meeting on Saturday 22nd November.  
 
Meeting with Dr John Tierney, Director of Governmen t Relations Australia  
Mary-ann had opportunity to meet Dr. John Tierney acting pro bono advisor to the Post Polio Network 
(NSW) Committee regarding lobbying for government funding. Dr Tierney will be visiting Melbourne to 
speak with the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners regarding educating GPs on post 
polio. He will meet with Mary-ann and Jane Henderson on the 5th December. 
 
Warm Springs Conference  
This conference will be held in Warm Springs Georgia US in late April 2009. The conference is held 
every 4 to 5 years. There will also be a separate Wellness Forum held prior to the Conference. Overall 
costs for Mary-ann to attend would be approx $6,000. Mary-ann to prepare a proposal for ParaQuad in 
relation to raising funds.  
 
At the Conveners Forum, Bayside group member Shirley Glance and Mornington group member Fran 
Henke both expressed interest in attending the conference dependent on raising the necessary funds. 
Dr Margaret Peel (Polio Australia Queensland representative) will also be attending the conference. 
 
Planning Day Agenda – Friday 30 th January 2009 11.00am to 3.30pm  
Add to previously discussed items: 

• support group for younger people 
• why doctors aren’t referring people to the Polio Network 
• review information pack 
• PAC priorities and Mary-ann’s work load 
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Review of previous action plan 
 

Previous Planning Day Items 
Items as above included in listing of suggestions. 
 
Following items are still awaiting progress/contributions: 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for proposed 

“Wellbeing for Polio Survivors” 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees to which PAC members are connected 
 
Chronic Illness Alliance discussion 
This item has not been progressed. 
 
Correspondence  
 
Incoming: 
 
Letter from Hon Lisa Neville’s office (Minister for  Mental Health, Community Services and 
Senior Victorians and Member for Bellarine) 
Mary-ann tabled a letter of response from Hon. Lisa Neville’s office in reply to the information Mary-
ann had previously forwarded to the Minister after meeting her at the Medical Cooling Concession 
Launch in October. 
 
Letter from Dr Denis Napthine’s office / Hansard  
A letter was forwarded to PNV by Dr Napthine’s office referring to a presentation in State Parliament 
by Phillip Davis (Member for Eastern Victoria) and recorded in Hansard.  
The presentation included incorrect information by stating “Polio Network Victoria is run by Polio 
Services Victoria”. The PAC thanked Geoff for approaching Phillip Davis. 
 

Reports 
 
Polio Services Victoria 
Jane Henderson reported: 
 
Staffing: 
The new medical specialist of PSV, Dr Kathleen Ooi, has finished her 3 month trial and we are happy 
to announce that she has been permanently recruited. 
 
Orthotics: 
Priya Davis commenced one day a week of orthotic work with PSV after we recruited her to come 
back on board with our additional funding for a 0.2 EFT orthotist. 
 
Clinics: 
Metro: 
• Clinics will be run on fortnightly Wednesdays in 2009. The clinic will run for the day instead of the 

weekly half day on Tuesday. 
• Medicare billing will be re-introduced in 2009. (This ceased after Dr Kennedy’s resignation.) 
• Private billing will be introduced to enable non-Victorian residents to attend the clinic. 
• Darren and Jane will continue to run non-medical clinics on Monday mornings in 2009. 
 
Regional: 
The last regional clinic was held in Bendigo on 5/11/08. It was a successful clinic with 2 new clients 
and 7 reviews. Dr Kathleen Ooi attended. 



PAC Minutes 28th November 2008 3 

• The regional clinics in 2009 will continue to run every 2 months on Wednesdays. This followed a 
review by management, in which Jane was able to prove that the regional clinics are a necessary 
service. 

 
Hydro: 
• Two hydrotherapy classes will continue to be run on Monday afternoons in 2009. 
 

PQV 
Peter Hudson reported: 
• He is to meet with the ParaQuad’s Company Secretary to sign off for Victoria’s membership to 

Polio Australia. 
• Victoria’s representatives on Polio Australia’s committee will be Peter Hudson (as Executive 

Manager, Community Services) and Michael Judson as Chair of PNV’s Polio Advisory Committee. 
Mary-ann will still be part of teleconference discussions and represent Peter as representative 
when he is not available. 

 
Polio Community Officer 
Mary-ann gave PAC members copies of the now completed CD of interviews filmed on her Churchill 
Fellowship Study Tour of North America and has asked Michael to make the CD cover look more 
professional before sending it to the interview participants. There a 9 separate files split up into 
categories on the CD. These CD’s will be transferred to DVD format in the new year for all Victorian 
Post Polio Support Groups. 
 
General Business 
 
Jo to be an apology for the January meeting. 
 
Action to be followed up 
 
• Make CD cover look more professional        MJ 
• Send copies of CD’s to ‘key stake holders’.       MAL 
• Add suggested items to Planning Day agenda       MAL 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for 

proposed “Wellbeing for Polio Survivors”        PAC 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider  PAC 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees that PAC members are connected to  PAC 
 
 
Next ‘Planning Day’ meeting :  
Day:  Friday 30th January 2009 
Time:  11.00am to 3.30pm 
Where:  Neighbourhood Justice Centre, 241 Wellington Street, Collingwood, 3066 (close to  

corner of Johnson Street on left hand side travelling away from city)  
Parking: City of Yarra parking conditions apply, i.e. those with Disability stickers can park free at  
  meters and for twice as long in timed parking bays 
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Polio Advisory Committee Minutes 
for meeting held Friday 28 th November 2008 

 
 
Present 
 
Jill Burn, Margaret Cooper, Geoff Dean, Jane Henderson (Polio Services Vic), Peter Hudson 
(Executive Manager, Community Services), Michael Judson (Chairperson), Mary-ann Liethof, 
Christine McAuslan (Minute taker), Jo McKenna, Gordon McKinnon, Liz Telford and Peter Willcocks 
 
Apologies 
 
None 
 
Confirmation of Minutes for meeting held Friday 31 st October 2008 
 
Confirmation of Minutes moved by Peter Willcocks and seconded by Jill. All in favour. 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Report on Conveners Forum 
Peter Willcocks who attended the forum reported that all attendees participated very well. The forum 
included a presentation on funding by Christine McAuslan (COSHG) and small group discussions on 
issues of interest, eg. transport.  
Fran Henke took notes on the day. Those notes with information from the ‘feedback’ sheets will be 
incorporated into a report. Mary-ann noted that general feedback was that ‘people appreciate getting 
together; knowing that they are not alone; and with others who can understand the issues.’ 
 
Presentation to Post-Polio Network (NSW) AGM meetin g 
Mary-ann was invited to give a presentation to approx 50 people at the Post-Polio Network (NSW) 
AGM meeting on Saturday 22nd November.  
 
Meeting with Dr John Tierney, Director of Governmen t Relations Australia  
Mary-ann had opportunity to meet Dr. John Tierney acting pro bono advisor to the Post Polio Network 
(NSW) Committee regarding lobbying for government funding. Dr Tierney will be visiting Melbourne to 
speak with the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners regarding educating GPs on post 
polio. He will meet with Mary-ann and Jane Henderson on the 5th December. 
 
Warm Springs Conference  
This conference will be held in Warm Springs Georgia US in late April 2009. The conference is held 
every 4 to 5 years. There will also be a separate Wellness Forum held prior to the Conference. Overall 
costs for Mary-ann to attend would be approx $6,000. Mary-ann to prepare a proposal for ParaQuad in 
relation to raising funds.  
 
At the Conveners Forum, Bayside group member Shirley Glance and Mornington group member Fran 
Henke both expressed interest in attending the conference dependent on raising the necessary funds. 
Dr Margaret Peel (Polio Australia Queensland representative) will also be attending the conference. 
 
Planning Day Agenda – Friday 30 th January 2009 11.00am to 3.30pm  
Add to previously discussed items: 

• support group for younger people 
• why doctors aren’t referring people to the Polio Network 
• review information pack 
• PAC priorities and Mary-ann’s work load 



PAC Minutes 28th November 2008 2 

Review of previous action plan 
 

Previous Planning Day Items 
Items as above included in listing of suggestions. 
 
Following items are still awaiting progress/contributions: 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for proposed 

“Wellbeing for Polio Survivors” 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees to which PAC members are connected 
 
Chronic Illness Alliance discussion 
This item has not been progressed. 
 
Correspondence  
 
Incoming: 
 
Letter from Hon Lisa Neville’s office (Minister for  Mental Health, Community Services and 
Senior Victorians and Member for Bellarine) 
Mary-ann tabled a letter of response from Hon. Lisa Neville’s office in reply to the information Mary-
ann had previously forwarded to the Minister after meeting her at the Medical Cooling Concession 
Launch in October. 
 
Letter from Dr Denis Napthine’s office / Hansard  
A letter was forwarded to PNV by Dr Napthine’s office referring to a presentation in State Parliament 
by Phillip Davis (Member for Eastern Victoria) and recorded in Hansard.  
The presentation included incorrect information by stating “Polio Network Victoria is run by Polio 
Services Victoria”. The PAC thanked Geoff for approaching Phillip Davis. 
 

Reports 
 
Polio Services Victoria 
Jane Henderson reported: 
 
Staffing: 
The new medical specialist of PSV, Dr Kathleen Ooi, has finished her 3 month trial and we are happy 
to announce that she has been permanently recruited. 
 
Orthotics: 
Priya Davis commenced one day a week of orthotic work with PSV after we recruited her to come 
back on board with our additional funding for a 0.2 EFT orthotist. 
 
Clinics: 
Metro: 
• Clinics will be run on fortnightly Wednesdays in 2009. The clinic will run for the day instead of the 

weekly half day on Tuesday. 
• Medicare billing will be re-introduced in 2009. (This ceased after Dr Kennedy’s resignation.) 
• Private billing will be introduced to enable non-Victorian residents to attend the clinic. 
• Darren and Jane will continue to run non-medical clinics on Monday mornings in 2009. 
 
Regional: 
The last regional clinic was held in Bendigo on 5/11/08. It was a successful clinic with 2 new clients 
and 7 reviews. Dr Kathleen Ooi attended. 
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• The regional clinics in 2009 will continue to run every 2 months on Wednesdays. This followed a 
review by management, in which Jane was able to prove that the regional clinics are a necessary 
service. 

 
Hydro: 
• Two hydrotherapy classes will continue to be run on Monday afternoons in 2009. 
 

PQV 
Peter Hudson reported: 
• He is to meet with the ParaQuad’s Company Secretary to sign off for Victoria’s membership to 

Polio Australia. 
• Victoria’s representatives on Polio Australia’s committee will be Peter Hudson (as Executive 

Manager, Community Services) and Michael Judson as Chair of PNV’s Polio Advisory Committee. 
Mary-ann will still be part of teleconference discussions and represent Peter as representative 
when he is not available. 

 
Polio Community Officer 
Mary-ann gave PAC members copies of the now completed CD of interviews filmed on her Churchill 
Fellowship Study Tour of North America and has asked Michael to make the CD cover look more 
professional before sending it to the interview participants. There a 9 separate files split up into 
categories on the CD. These CD’s will be transferred to DVD format in the new year for all Victorian 
Post Polio Support Groups. 
 
General Business 
 
Jo to be an apology for the January meeting. 
 
Action to be followed up 
 
• Make CD cover look more professional        MJ 
• Send copies of CD’s to ‘key stake holders’.       MAL 
• Add suggested items to Planning Day agenda       MAL 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for 

proposed “Wellbeing for Polio Survivors”        PAC 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider  PAC 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees that PAC members are connected to  PAC 
 
 
Next ‘Planning Day’ meeting :  
Day:  Friday 30th January 2009 
Time:  11.00am to 3.30pm 
Where:  Neighbourhood Justice Centre, 241 Wellington Street, Collingwood, 3066 (close to  

corner of Johnson Street on left hand side travelling away from city)  
Parking: City of Yarra parking conditions apply, i.e. those with Disability stickers can park free at  
  meters and for twice as long in timed parking bays 
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Polio Advisory Committee Minutes 
for meeting held Friday 28 th November 2008 

 
 
Present 
 
Jill Burn, Margaret Cooper, Geoff Dean, Jane Henderson (Polio Services Vic), Peter Hudson 
(Executive Manager, Community Services), Michael Judson (Chairperson), Mary-ann Liethof, 
Christine McAuslan (Minute taker), Jo McKenna, Gordon McKinnon, Liz Telford and Peter Willcocks 
 
Apologies 
 
None 
 
Confirmation of Minutes for meeting held Friday 31 st October 2008 
 
Confirmation of Minutes moved by Peter Willcocks and seconded by Jill. All in favour. 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Report on Conveners Forum 
Peter Willcocks who attended the forum reported that all attendees participated very well. The forum 
included a presentation on funding by Christine McAuslan (COSHG) and small group discussions on 
issues of interest, eg. transport.  
Fran Henke took notes on the day. Those notes with information from the ‘feedback’ sheets will be 
incorporated into a report. Mary-ann noted that general feedback was that ‘people appreciate getting 
together; knowing that they are not alone; and with others who can understand the issues.’ 
 
Presentation to Post-Polio Network (NSW) AGM meetin g 
Mary-ann was invited to give a presentation to approx 50 people at the Post-Polio Network (NSW) 
AGM meeting on Saturday 22nd November.  
 
Meeting with Dr John Tierney, Director of Governmen t Relations Australia  
Mary-ann had opportunity to meet Dr. John Tierney acting pro bono advisor to the Post Polio Network 
(NSW) Committee regarding lobbying for government funding. Dr Tierney will be visiting Melbourne to 
speak with the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners regarding educating GPs on post 
polio. He will meet with Mary-ann and Jane Henderson on the 5th December. 
 
Warm Springs Conference  
This conference will be held in Warm Springs Georgia US in late April 2009. The conference is held 
every 4 to 5 years. There will also be a separate Wellness Forum held prior to the Conference. Overall 
costs for Mary-ann to attend would be approx $6,000. Mary-ann to prepare a proposal for ParaQuad in 
relation to raising funds.  
 
At the Conveners Forum, Bayside group member Shirley Glance and Mornington group member Fran 
Henke both expressed interest in attending the conference dependent on raising the necessary funds. 
Dr Margaret Peel (Polio Australia Queensland representative) will also be attending the conference. 
 
Planning Day Agenda – Friday 30 th January 2009 11.00am to 3.30pm  
Add to previously discussed items: 

• support group for younger people 
• why doctors aren’t referring people to the Polio Network 
• review information pack 
• PAC priorities and Mary-ann’s work load 
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Review of previous action plan 
 

Previous Planning Day Items 
Items as above included in listing of suggestions. 
 
Following items are still awaiting progress/contributions: 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for proposed 

“Wellbeing for Polio Survivors” 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees to which PAC members are connected 
 
Chronic Illness Alliance discussion 
This item has not been progressed. 
 
Correspondence  
 
Incoming: 
 
Letter from Hon Lisa Neville’s office (Minister for  Mental Health, Community Services and 
Senior Victorians and Member for Bellarine) 
Mary-ann tabled a letter of response from Hon. Lisa Neville’s office in reply to the information Mary-
ann had previously forwarded to the Minister after meeting her at the Medical Cooling Concession 
Launch in October. 
 
Letter from Dr Denis Napthine’s office / Hansard  
A letter was forwarded to PNV by Dr Napthine’s office referring to a presentation in State Parliament 
by Phillip Davis (Member for Eastern Victoria) and recorded in Hansard.  
The presentation included incorrect information by stating “Polio Network Victoria is run by Polio 
Services Victoria”. The PAC thanked Geoff for approaching Phillip Davis. 
 

Reports 
 
Polio Services Victoria 
Jane Henderson reported: 
 
Staffing: 
The new medical specialist of PSV, Dr Kathleen Ooi, has finished her 3 month trial and we are happy 
to announce that she has been permanently recruited. 
 
Orthotics: 
Priya Davis commenced one day a week of orthotic work with PSV after we recruited her to come 
back on board with our additional funding for a 0.2 EFT orthotist. 
 
Clinics: 
Metro: 
• Clinics will be run on fortnightly Wednesdays in 2009. The clinic will run for the day instead of the 

weekly half day on Tuesday. 
• Medicare billing will be re-introduced in 2009. (This ceased after Dr Kennedy’s resignation.) 
• Private billing will be introduced to enable non-Victorian residents to attend the clinic. 
• Darren and Jane will continue to run non-medical clinics on Monday mornings in 2009. 
 
Regional: 
The last regional clinic was held in Bendigo on 5/11/08. It was a successful clinic with 2 new clients 
and 7 reviews. Dr Kathleen Ooi attended. 
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• The regional clinics in 2009 will continue to run every 2 months on Wednesdays. This followed a 
review by management, in which Jane was able to prove that the regional clinics are a necessary 
service. 

 
Hydro: 
• Two hydrotherapy classes will continue to be run on Monday afternoons in 2009. 
 

PQV 
Peter Hudson reported: 
• He is to meet with the ParaQuad’s Company Secretary to sign off for Victoria’s membership to 

Polio Australia. 
• Victoria’s representatives on Polio Australia’s committee will be Peter Hudson (as Executive 

Manager, Community Services) and Michael Judson as Chair of PNV’s Polio Advisory Committee. 
Mary-ann will still be part of teleconference discussions and represent Peter as representative 
when he is not available. 

 
Polio Community Officer 
Mary-ann gave PAC members copies of the now completed CD of interviews filmed on her Churchill 
Fellowship Study Tour of North America and has asked Michael to make the CD cover look more 
professional before sending it to the interview participants. There a 9 separate files split up into 
categories on the CD. These CD’s will be transferred to DVD format in the new year for all Victorian 
Post Polio Support Groups. 
 
General Business 
 
Jo to be an apology for the January meeting. 
 
Action to be followed up 
 
• Make CD cover look more professional        MJ 
• Send copies of CD’s to ‘key stake holders’.       MAL 
• Add suggested items to Planning Day agenda       MAL 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for 

proposed “Wellbeing for Polio Survivors”        PAC 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider  PAC 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees that PAC members are connected to  PAC 
 
 
Next ‘Planning Day’ meeting :  
Day:  Friday 30th January 2009 
Time:  11.00am to 3.30pm 
Where:  Neighbourhood Justice Centre, 241 Wellington Street, Collingwood, 3066 (close to  

corner of Johnson Street on left hand side travelling away from city)  
Parking: City of Yarra parking conditions apply, i.e. those with Disability stickers can park free at  
  meters and for twice as long in timed parking bays 
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Polio Advisory Committee Minutes 
for meeting held Friday 28 th November 2008 

 
 
Present 
 
Jill Burn, Margaret Cooper, Geoff Dean, Jane Henderson (Polio Services Vic), Peter Hudson 
(Executive Manager, Community Services), Michael Judson (Chairperson), Mary-ann Liethof, 
Christine McAuslan (Minute taker), Jo McKenna, Gordon McKinnon, Liz Telford and Peter Willcocks 
 
Apologies 
 
None 
 
Confirmation of Minutes for meeting held Friday 31 st October 2008 
 
Confirmation of Minutes moved by Peter Willcocks and seconded by Jill. All in favour. 
 
Agenda Items 
 
Report on Conveners Forum 
Peter Willcocks who attended the forum reported that all attendees participated very well. The forum 
included a presentation on funding by Christine McAuslan (COSHG) and small group discussions on 
issues of interest, eg. transport.  
Fran Henke took notes on the day. Those notes with information from the ‘feedback’ sheets will be 
incorporated into a report. Mary-ann noted that general feedback was that ‘people appreciate getting 
together; knowing that they are not alone; and with others who can understand the issues.’ 
 
Presentation to Post-Polio Network (NSW) AGM meetin g 
Mary-ann was invited to give a presentation to approx 50 people at the Post-Polio Network (NSW) 
AGM meeting on Saturday 22nd November.  
 
Meeting with Dr John Tierney, Director of Governmen t Relations Australia  
Mary-ann had opportunity to meet Dr. John Tierney acting pro bono advisor to the Post Polio Network 
(NSW) Committee regarding lobbying for government funding. Dr Tierney will be visiting Melbourne to 
speak with the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners regarding educating GPs on post 
polio. He will meet with Mary-ann and Jane Henderson on the 5th December. 
 
Warm Springs Conference  
This conference will be held in Warm Springs Georgia US in late April 2009. The conference is held 
every 4 to 5 years. There will also be a separate Wellness Forum held prior to the Conference. Overall 
costs for Mary-ann to attend would be approx $6,000. Mary-ann to prepare a proposal for ParaQuad in 
relation to raising funds.  
 
At the Conveners Forum, Bayside group member Shirley Glance and Mornington group member Fran 
Henke both expressed interest in attending the conference dependent on raising the necessary funds. 
Dr Margaret Peel (Polio Australia Queensland representative) will also be attending the conference. 
 
Planning Day Agenda – Friday 30 th January 2009 11.00am to 3.30pm  
Add to previously discussed items: 

• support group for younger people 
• why doctors aren’t referring people to the Polio Network 
• review information pack 
• PAC priorities and Mary-ann’s work load 
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Review of previous action plan 
 

Previous Planning Day Items 
Items as above included in listing of suggestions. 
 
Following items are still awaiting progress/contributions: 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for proposed 

“Wellbeing for Polio Survivors” 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees to which PAC members are connected 
 
Chronic Illness Alliance discussion 
This item has not been progressed. 
 
Correspondence  
 
Incoming: 
 
Letter from Hon Lisa Neville’s office (Minister for  Mental Health, Community Services and 
Senior Victorians and Member for Bellarine) 
Mary-ann tabled a letter of response from Hon. Lisa Neville’s office in reply to the information Mary-
ann had previously forwarded to the Minister after meeting her at the Medical Cooling Concession 
Launch in October. 
 
Letter from Dr Denis Napthine’s office / Hansard  
A letter was forwarded to PNV by Dr Napthine’s office referring to a presentation in State Parliament 
by Phillip Davis (Member for Eastern Victoria) and recorded in Hansard.  
The presentation included incorrect information by stating “Polio Network Victoria is run by Polio 
Services Victoria”. The PAC thanked Geoff for approaching Phillip Davis. 
 

Reports 
 
Polio Services Victoria 
Jane Henderson reported: 
 
Staffing: 
The new medical specialist of PSV, Dr Kathleen Ooi, has finished her 3 month trial and we are happy 
to announce that she has been permanently recruited. 
 
Orthotics: 
Priya Davis commenced one day a week of orthotic work with PSV after we recruited her to come 
back on board with our additional funding for a 0.2 EFT orthotist. 
 
Clinics: 
Metro: 
• Clinics will be run on fortnightly Wednesdays in 2009. The clinic will run for the day instead of the 

weekly half day on Tuesday. 
• Medicare billing will be re-introduced in 2009. (This ceased after Dr Kennedy’s resignation.) 
• Private billing will be introduced to enable non-Victorian residents to attend the clinic. 
• Darren and Jane will continue to run non-medical clinics on Monday mornings in 2009. 
 
Regional: 
The last regional clinic was held in Bendigo on 5/11/08. It was a successful clinic with 2 new clients 
and 7 reviews. Dr Kathleen Ooi attended. 
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• The regional clinics in 2009 will continue to run every 2 months on Wednesdays. This followed a 
review by management, in which Jane was able to prove that the regional clinics are a necessary 
service. 

 
Hydro: 
• Two hydrotherapy classes will continue to be run on Monday afternoons in 2009. 
 

PQV 
Peter Hudson reported: 
• He is to meet with the ParaQuad’s Company Secretary to sign off for Victoria’s membership to 

Polio Australia. 
• Victoria’s representatives on Polio Australia’s committee will be Peter Hudson (as Executive 

Manager, Community Services) and Michael Judson as Chair of PNV’s Polio Advisory Committee. 
Mary-ann will still be part of teleconference discussions and represent Peter as representative 
when he is not available. 

 
Polio Community Officer 
Mary-ann gave PAC members copies of the now completed CD of interviews filmed on her Churchill 
Fellowship Study Tour of North America and has asked Michael to make the CD cover look more 
professional before sending it to the interview participants. There a 9 separate files split up into 
categories on the CD. These CD’s will be transferred to DVD format in the new year for all Victorian 
Post Polio Support Groups. 
 
General Business 
 
Jo to be an apology for the January meeting. 
 
Action to be followed up 
 
• Make CD cover look more professional        MJ 
• Send copies of CD’s to ‘key stake holders’.       MAL 
• Add suggested items to Planning Day agenda       MAL 
• Suggestions to Mary-ann re type of people that would be interesting to hear from for 

proposed “Wellbeing for Polio Survivors”        PAC 
• Suggestions by email to Mary-ann re potential advocacy issues for PNV to consider  PAC 
• Provide Michael with a list of all committees that PAC members are connected to  PAC 
 
 
Next ‘Planning Day’ meeting :  
Day:  Friday 30th January 2009 
Time:  11.00am to 3.30pm 
Where:  Neighbourhood Justice Centre, 241 Wellington Street, Collingwood, 3066 (close to  

corner of Johnson Street on left hand side travelling away from city)  
Parking: City of Yarra parking conditions apply, i.e. those with Disability stickers can park free at  
  meters and for twice as long in timed parking bays 


